
STORY OF A SEVENTEEN 
CENTURY PORTUGUESE NAU 




IT IS CALLED 

X PEPPER WRECK SINCE X 
/ NAUS CARRIED AN ENORMOUS \ 

/ AMOUNT OF PEPPERCORNS IN \ 
ADDITION TO A VARIETY OF OTHER 
TRADE GOODS- PEPPERCORN, USED TO 
SEASON FOOD, WAS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT SPICE IN PORTUGUESE 
TRADE. SPECIAL BOXES WERE BUILT 
INTO THE HOLDS OF THE SHIPS TO / 
\ STORE THE PEPPER, TAKING UP A 
\ MOST OF THE SPACE 
X AVAILABLE ON THE LOWER 
\ DECKS. 


WHEN TUB MAU SANK, THE PEPPEP BOXES BUILT 
IMTO THE HOLD RUPTURED, AND THE SPILLED 
PEPPEP FORMED A BLACK TIDE THAT EXTENDED 
FOP LEAGUES ALONG THE COAST- THE BEACHES ON 
THE TAGUS MOUTH WERE FULL OF PEPPEP FOP 
YEAPS- THIS IS WHERE THE NAME PEPPEP WRECK 
CAME FPOM [1,21- 




THE REMAINS OF THE NAU STAYED UNDISTPUBED UNDER 
TAGUS RIVER FOP 350 YEAPS- 




IN 1996 AND 1997, EXCAVATIONS WERE CONDUCTED 
ON THB WRECK SITE UNDBP THB DIRECTION OF DP- 
CASTPO AND DP- FRANCISCO ALVES, WHO WAS THEN 
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEU NAC/ONAL DE AROUEOLOG/A 
(NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY) IN LISBON- 













































VERY UTTLB ms BBBN 
KNOWN ABOUT INDIA 
NAUS- THBYWBRB 
BUILT IN A 

PRB~ INDUSTRIAL BRA 
THBRB WBRB NO 
DRAWN PLANS- ONLY 
FBW RBCORDS BXIST 
FROM THAT PBRIOD- IN 
SPITB OF BB/NG 
COMPLBX MACHINBS, 
THB CONSTRUCTION OF 
NAUS RBLIBD MOSTLY 
ON PRACTICAL 
KNOWLBDGB AND 
TRADITION AND THBY 
BBLONGBD TO A 
SPHBRB OF 
KNOWLBDGB THAT DID 
NOT ATTRACT MANY 
SCHOLARS- 


T 



ONLY SOMB OF THB ITBMS THAT RBMAIN OF PBPPBR WRBCK TODAY ARB 
ON DISPLAY AT THB LISBON NAVAL MUSBUM- THB COLLBCTION OF 
ARTIFACTS INCLUDBS A SMALL PORTION OF THB HULL, ALONG WITH MANY 
ARTIFACTS INCLUDING GUNS, ANCHORS, ASTROLABBS, PORCBLAIN 
D/SHBS, PBWTBR PLATBS, TRINKBTS AND CBRAMIC POTS- 


TRADITIONAL PHYSICAL MUSBUMS ARB 
NOT SUITABLB FOR PUBLIC 
DISSBM IN A TION OF RICH HISTORY OF 
HUMAN BXPBRIBNCB- THBRB IS, 
THBRBFORB, A STRONG NBBD FOR 
ALTBRNATIVB PRBSBNTATIONS- 



THis pan5l is a visual uoMa&e to aez&e, tintin aNo spoken eap. 




AS AN ALTBRNATIVB, WB MAKB COMPUTBR RBCONSTRUCT/ONS OF HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS- OUR 
VISUALIZATION OF THB STH LBVBLS OF PBPPBR WRBCK NAU, SHOWN HBRB, DBMONSTRATBS HOW 
COMPLBX THBSB MACHINBS WBRB- VIRTUAL RBCONSTRUCT/ONS ALLOWS US TO RBCRBATB THB 
BNVIRONMBNT THAT DBMONSTRATB HOW THB PBOPLB UVBD IN ANC/BNT PAST- TO UNDBRSTAND THB 
PAST, IT IS CRUCIAL TO GO BBYOND TRADITIONAL MUSBUM BNVIRONMBNT AND CRBATB VIRTUAL 
RBCONSTRUCT/ONS THAT DBMONSTRATBS THB COMPLBXITIBS OF OUR ANC/BNT PAST. 
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